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ThorouoVi excuTiinci t-.ion by the F.xaminer is noted find 
nppreciated. 

The SpocilicaLion haiu boon amended to remove mistakenly 
included portions in Applicants instant invention ^nd to correct 
qrammat i.c^ 1 errors in the claims* 

Claim Renections under 35 USC 112 

Claims 1, 2, i, 4, I, 8, 11, and 12 ^JLa^d rejected under 35 
USC 112, liryt parayraph^ as lailing to comply with the written 
deacripti on reojuirement * 

Examiner cuiiLonds Lhat there is no support in Applicants 
disci osnr« for the term ''M nd^=?pendentl y ^actuated" and that '^iL is 
noL £3ccn where the actuator.! arcc iiidcpcridcnlly actuated"'. 

Applicanla rcispectlully refer Examiner to the following 
excerpts from Applicants Specification: 

Beginning at iinc-: 10, page 17: 

*^Tho kni to ring ^'A typically oncircic.*: the? chuck 40 and Is nifJuuLed Tor 
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:-i c I c": 1. 1. V *^ V o r I 1 ct^ I d i r^p 1 cc^.ma n I*, i n t. ho o ppn r ,i ti] s :"i2 , in the iiiciiine r her « irio Cl t'.! r 
d«js(jr.Lbe.d. AL least one, Und I. vp.lcal ly, multiple ring actuating cylinders 56 
are provided in t.hc bottom portion ot the apparaLua 32. Atj acluyUucj piston 
50 la upwardly-ext elidible from Lhe rincj acLutiling oyl incJi"ir !;f) nnd ir; nttachod 
to the ring batic !j4 ct tho fcnito rinq 4 2 accordiiiq to Leclm i known by 

thor»o nkHlod In hho i-jrl.. Each ring actuating cylinder 56 may either 
pnaumatic or hydraulic. According.]! fluid flow tubes 60 are provided in 
fluid communication with the interior ot" each ring actuating cylinder 56 LO 
£acilitat:o flow of- the air or liquid £luid f.>/.ey::>u re ^2 bc^l.w<>on o tUjid 
rcfiorvo.ir (not iihown) into and out ot the rinq acLuinLiijq cyliiuler .^ifS, t.o 
oxtc.Ttd thr: «:»ctuoti ric^ pinton from or retract the acLuaLlri<.j p.lylun \t\to 
t h 0: r 1 n 9 ti r: 1 . 1 1 I", i ntj i : y I i ndc-j r r> iS . " 



Heqinninq ^at line 14^ paqe 18: 

" T h o. h yd r nn M a p\ i mp /j n d rt npp I y mo c h o ni am ( ri o t shown) £ or eacsh ring 
actuating cylinder 5G iiiay be operably connected to a controller (not nhown) 
tor nntotnfitlcii My rrontro I Li ng the vortic.'il. position ol lhe knile ring 42 in,., 
the: »ipp»-jrrii.u.'-i A 2." 

Beglnniiicj at line? 6, page 19: 

"Next, by actuation of th© respoctive xing actuating cylinders 56, Lh^ 
kniCe r.i nq ^2 i« lifLed in lhe afipariUuy 3/' unli'l I; h« npppir odgr: ot the 

knife ring 42 i« located at a qap distance 4 3a of from lypjoiiny ciboul 0.1 mm 
to about 0.4 mm with rcnpoct to th« backfside 48 of the wafer 4C, ei« shuwci in 
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Bftginning at line 17, P^g<-^ ^0: 

"Aft-.tir 1:ho dovoloping J .1 quid has rejuained on I bo w/iler in n puddle 
cJc»:v*>lopiiienl. pli>:i?ri*i! of aftlcclr.C!d duration to develop Ihe r^t'OLortriy i Khpsr^nn, the 
knile rlcKj 42 ia lowered i.n Ui*^^ oppcj rotor. :rA by reverse act.uat.ion of tlie 
respective ring actuating cylinders 56, uriLil L)it> uppc^r c-iciqa A2i-i of tho knife 
ring 42 ia located aL a qap diy lance ^*.^b of* from typically aboul i,^ tniii lo 
about !.!> nim w.ith ronpect to the backsidtt 48 of l.hft wrtfov 4f>." 

Tiiujiw it would be clear to one of ordinary .okili lhal 5'.lnce 
each of the respective ring actuating cylinders may either be 
pnc tuna lie or hydraulic and that each of the respective ring 
actuating cylinders may be connected to a controller lor 

automatically controlling and actuating each of th« rei^pccLive 
ring fictuating cylindc-iris , LhaL each of the respective ring 
acLuaLiny cylinders is independently actuated. 

AppliOcinL y ro.'^pecl.f ul ] y refer Kxaminer to Lhc iollowing 
relevant portion::; of the MPKI? and the ca^^c law: 

ADKQUACY OF WRITTEN DRSCRin ION 
A. Rem! and Analyze the Speci/lcafJon for 
ComplUmce with 35 US.C 112, para. I 
Office personnel should adhere to lhc followirnj^ 
procedures when reviewing paicni appltcatioiij; for 
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coTtipliftncc with ihe vvt iltcn description requirement 

of 35 U.S.('. 1 12, para. 1 . The examiner has ihe inili«l 

burden, after a thorough reiiding and cvalua4ion oflhc 

conlcTit. of ihc applicflliuu, of present ing evidence or 

reasons why a person skilled in the art would not recognize 

that the written description of the invention 

provides support for the claitn.s. There is ji strong presumption 

an adequate written description of the claimed invention is present in the 
S}>ecification as tiled, Wertheim, 541 h\2d at 262, 191 USPQ; 
however, with respect lo newly added or 
claims, appitcanl should show siippoit in the 
disclosure for the new or amended claims. 



**[ljn considering the disclosure of a reference, it is 
proper to take into recount not only specific teachings 
of the reference but also the inferences which one 
skilled in the art would reasonably be expected to 
draw ihcrefrom " fn rc Pmia, 401 F.2d 825, 826, 
159 I JSPQ 342, 344 (CCPA i%8) 

h is now well accepted thai, a sulisfaclory 
description niay he in the claims or any other portion 
of (he originally filed spccincation. 

See MIMiP, 8*'' Ld. Section 2163 (I) 



While there is no in haec verba requirement, newly 
added claim limitations must be supported in the 
specification through express, implicit, or 
inherent disclosure. 

Sec MPRP, 8'^ Rd, Section 2163 (1) (B) 

I'he fundaiuenlal factual inquiry Is whether the 
specidcAtion conveys with reasonable clarity to those 
skille^d in the art that, as of the filing dale sougfjl, 
applicant was in possession oftiic invention as now 
claimed. Sec, e.g., Vus-Caih, Inc., 935 l\2d at 1563- 
64, l9USPQ2d«( 1117. 
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Possession may be shown in many ways. I'or example, 
possession may be shown by describing an acUial 
rctlucUon to pntclicc of the claimed invention. F\>ysc$siuu 
may also be shown by vicar defiii:Uon of Ihe 
inventiun in UcUiittMl ilrawing» or in slruclunil chcrnic^il 
formulas which j>cnt»ij: ii person skilled in the art 
to clearly recognize that applicant had possession ot 
(he e!aiiTied invenlion. An adequate written descriplion 
of tile invention may be .^hown by any dcseriplion 
of sulilcicnt^ rclc:v«'int., idcntiryin|> characteristics so 
long as a person skilled in the ait would rec^ognize lhat 
ihc inventor had possession of the claimed hivention. 
Sec, e.g., Purduit Phafnia LP. v. Funldin^^ Irtc.^ 2.10 
F.3d I320» 1323, 56 USPy2d 1481, 14«3 (Fwl. Cir. 
2000) 



Appl i.c.^ntf; respectfully contend that one of ordinary ski. 11 
would clearly unde.rstand th^Jt Appi i.cfint.s .invention encompasKfts and 
oxplicitly refers to independently actuated ring ucLuaLion 
Cyiindcry, e.g., each cyliruier is explicitly rcforrc-jd to ars a ring 
actuation cylinder and is clearly explained that actuation is 
respective to each ring actuation cylinder, and that such 
actuation is described and shown with respect to two independently 
operating ring actuation cylinders as shown in the Figures. 

Tiius Applicants rer^pffctfully assert ttiat Examiner ha« failed 
to n\ako ouL a p7\im*^ facie cayc supporLing rcjecLion under SecLion 
11^, first paragraph. 
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Baijcd on Liic iorogoiiiy^ ApplicariLs respectful. ly subrn.lt th^it 
the Ciaiiu^ arc now in condition for allowance. Such favor^^ble. 
action by the F.xaminer at an early date is respectfully 
rsol i cA ted - " 

In tiic event tiiat the present invention as clalTned is not in 
condition lor cillowcincc i'or any reason, the Examiner is 
respocLluiiy invited to call the Applicants' representative at his 
Bioomfic-ad liiil:-3, Michigan oiriec at (248) 540-4040 such that 
nece.*:syary acLion may be taken to place the application in a 
con d 1 1 i on for a 11 o wa n ce . 




Kci ndy *TSTTunq 
Reg- No* 31,311 
Telephone: (248) 540^4040 



I'i 



Pft(X 1 S/1 S ' RCVD AT 1/12Q006 1 :44:2 1 PM [Eastern Sb^ 



